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Homestead Community Land Trust, a membership-
based 501(c)(3) nonprofit, creates permanently 
affordable home ownership opportunities in Seattle. 

Homestead Contact Information
2524 16th Avenue South, Suite 300
Seattle, WA 98144
tel: 206.323.1227
fax: 206.588.0253
www.homesteadclt.org

Homestead Board of Delegates
Geov Parrish, Co-President
Chris Laroche, Co-President
Philippa Nye, Treasurer
Peter Nevin, Secretary
John Bianchi
Susan Boyd
Darcy Juarez
Siobhan Ring
Sarah Sausner
Salena Scotti
Dianne Wasson

Staff
Sheldon Cooper, Executive Director
Lindsey Sargent, Homeownership Program Director
Carly Slater, Communications and Volunteer Mgr
Katie Czarski, Homeowner Services Coordinator
Britney Williams, VISTA Intern

There’s peace of mind knowing that, even on one income, 
there’s enough left over for emerergencies and saving for 
retirement.”   Our partnership with Stewart will bring high 
quality, remodeled homes to Homestead buyers at an 
unbeatable price.  Homes will be listed on the Homestead 

website exclusively for 30 days before they 
are listed to the public on the Multiple 
Listing Service. 

We are looking forward to helping many 
more families like the Bartlines in partner-
ship with Stewart McCullum.   

For more information contact Lindsey 
Sargent by email  

lindsey@homesteadclt.org or by phone 
(206) 323-1227, ext 111.

“Homestead is a very good program, I felt 
they sincerely wanted to help me. Without 
the help, I couldn’t have done it.” 

Antonio’s tale is an extraordinary case of the 
answer being right under his nose. As a part of 
the custodial staff at the One Union building, his 
lender (and a Homestead partner) Homestreet 
Bank is housed right at his workplace. Through 
Homestead, Li found a brand new townhouse 
within walking distance of the light rail station 
and several bus routes. 

When asked what his favorite thing about 
his new home is Li simply responds, “I can’t 
choose, I love it all so much.” One thing he is 
excited about though, is getting a chance to 
experiment in the garden. He already has plans 
for an orange tree. He’s also eager to meet his 
new neighbors, most of whom purchased their homes through Homestead. 

Antonio closed on his house at the end of March and is looking forward to the next 
steps of setting up and making ready for his family, who he hopes will be in Seattle 
and happily living in their new home this summer. 
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Do you ever think:

“Why doesn’t Homestead... ?” 
 

“Don’t they need help?”

The answer:

WE NEED YOU.

Newsletter

Homestead is looking for board members and 
volunteers.  Whatever level of participation you’re 
looking for, we have a  place for you.  No special skills 
or knowledge required to volunteer (but if you’re 
offering skills or knowledge, we’ll certainly take it!)

Volunteer and Committee Positions are available - 
contact our office for more information:   
carly@homesteadclt.org

Homestead presents: 

Homeowner Classes

New Partnership Means More Homes For Homestead Buyers
This weekend, Paul Bartline will be moving into 
his new home in the Arbor Heights neighbor-
hood of West Seattle.  His three bedroom, fully 
remodeled home is the first home in partner-
ship with local developer, Stewart McCullum.  

Stewar t has purchased distressed and 
foreclosed homes and worked to completely 
rehabilitate them.  Many first time homebuyers 
shopping for  homes in Seatt le under 
$200,000 have found this price range to be 
a challenge.  Most of the homes available in 
this price range are short sales which can take 
over 6 months to close, or foreclosed homes 
that are in very poor condition.  

Paul Bartline says about his new home, “The 
house has more space and is in a quieter 
neighborhood than I thought would be afford-
able, but what I like best is about it is the easy 
mortgage payments.  

Antonio Li:  New Wolcott Owner
For Antonio Li’s family, their welcome gift is a home. 
When they arrive in the U.S. this year, they will be mov-
ing into a brand new house in Homestead’s Rainer 
Beach Wolcott development. With the help of the City 
of Seattle and the Washington Housing Trust Fund,  
Homestead has been able to turn what was once a 
failed commercial venture into an opportunity for 
working families like the Li’s to realize their dream 
of home ownership. 

Li has been working in the U.S. for seven years. While 
waiting to be reunited with his wife and 12 year old 
daughter still residing in the Philippines, he has been 
working diligently to make sure that when his family 
arrives, they have a place they can call home. For 
Antonio, despite working two jobs and saving every 
penny he could, home ownership seemed like it 
would remain just a dream. Since he relies on public 
transportation, moving too far out was not a viable 
choice. If he elected to purchase a market rate home 
within the city, his only options were run down homes 
that would end up costing too much just to maintain. 

Finding Homestead was the answer to all of Antonio’s 
real estate dreams. 

Rebuilding Together

Thursday, May 19th, 2011
6:30-8pm 

El Centro de la Raza

Rebuilding Together, a program to gather volunteers and [fix] 
homes for low-income and other qualifying homeowners chose not 
one but two Homestead homes for their Rebuilding Day this year.

Now is your chance to make a difference in the lives of  
Homestead homeowners.

Bartline House in West Seattle

Saturday, April 30th, 2011

To get involved contact Britney Williams: 
britney@homesteadclt.org 
(206) 323-1227, ext 115

My goal is to give a quality product at 
an affordable price.  I enjoy working with first 
time home buyers as their genuine excitement 
reminds me why I got into this business.  In the 
world of bank owned and short sale homes on 
the market, it can be a daunting process for 
the first time home buyer.  My business goal 
is to take as much stress as possible out of 
the buying experience.  I strive to provide a 
“certainty of service” everytime when dealing 
with one of my homes.  Exceeding expectations 
in every way.  

-Stewart McCullum, DeveloperTo sign up, contact Britney Williams: 
britney@homesteadclt.org / (206) 323-1227, ext 115

Mike Veitenhans, Home Inspector
“Home Maintenance for Homeowners”



www.homesteadclt.org

Same Homestead, brand new website!    
We’ve made it easier to get information, find homes and apply for our program.  

Homestead’s 2009-2010 Annual report is now available on our website.

www.homesteadclt.org/annual-report

From the Director: 

Issue 40 Page 3Homestead Community Land Trust NewsletterIssue 40 Page 2Homestead Community Land Trust Newsletter

Thank You.
Our New Website!

Annual Report Now Available Online

The pace of change around me seems to be accelerating these 
days. Revolution sweeps across the Middle East.  A tsunami 
washes across Japan. Suddenly my daughter is riding a bike. 
Nothing stands still. 

Change comes quickly at Homestead as well. Our Wolcott 
project just started construction and suddenly there are new 
homes with roofs and siding. We haven’t been marketing very 
long, and most of our Wolcott homes are already sold. 

Two years ago we received $1 milliion pass through funds from 
the WA State Housing Trust Fund for our Advantage (buyer driv-
en) program. As we had done in prior years, we paired these 
funds with monies from the City of Seattle and King County 
to provide deep subsidies to help 20 first time homebuyers 
purchase market rate homes they selected with their realtors. 
Today, the State budget is in crisis. We haven’t received any 
funds from the State Housing Trust fund for over a year, and 
are unlikely to see significant funds from that source for the 
next several years.

Responding to this challenging turn of events, we have re-
invented our Advantage program. We are now targeting 
our limited subsidy funds into homes that we select, and 
marketing these homes to our buyers. With less public subsidy 
available, private subsidy needs to be effectively leveraged. 
We have found that we tend to be in a better position to find 
and obtain this value on behalf of our program and our buyers 
than our individual buyers working with their realtors using 
our funds.

Just this week we allocated the last of our traditional 
Advantage program funding in Seattle, and have only one slot 
left in King County. For the next year or more, buyers looking to 
buy a home with our program will find all the homes we have 
available listed on our new website. Our buyers will no longer 
have to run around looking for the best deals and compete with 
the broader market place. The homes we have available are 
pre-screened for quality and value, and exclusively reserved 
for our buyers at fantastic below market prices. Check them 
out at http://www.homesteadclt.org/become-a-homeowner/
homes-for-sale

All this change keeps us on our toes in the Homestead of-
fice. Now if only we could have a change from all this rainy 
weather… 

A Homeowner Story:  Chieko Blaize
Following major life changes, Chieko Blaze 
decided that the best gift she could give her 
family is the stability and security of a home 
that they could truly call their own. She and 
her family had recently made a difficult move. 
After living in the same house for years, they 
were forced to move to a smaller apartment. 
Chieko knew she wanted something better for 
herself and her two sons, so she began searching 
for a permanent home. Chieko had dreams of her children playing in the street and 
being able to make new friends without worrying about when they might have to pack 
up and start over again. The stability of homeownership would make this possible. 

Just a short time after she began searching, it became clear that finding a decent 
house in Seattle was indeed a formidable challenge. Seemingly priced out of the 
market, Chieko continued to search for the right opportunity to make her dream a 
reality.  She kept looking until she discovered Homestead. After searching in vain, 
her dream was finally coming closer to becoming reality.

“This is a good program. Without it, people like me, single mothers, probably 
wouldn’t be able to afford to buy a house. This program made my dream of home 
ownership finally come true.” Grateful for the chance she has been given, Chieko 
has decided to refer friends to the program so that they can have the same op-
portunity to achieve the dream of homeownership.

Every year we gather our board and members to vote on what’s coming next.  The first thing this year is sure to shape all other things to come:  new 
board members!  An influx of fresh faces added an impressive total of 6 new board members, bringing with them a staggering collection of experience 
and professional focus.

Under the guidance of long-time Board members, and now co-presidents Geov Parrish and Chris LaRoche these new board members find themselves in 
the good company of returning board members Siobhan Ring, Peter Nevin and Phillipa Nye.   We are expecting this co-mingling of best practices and fresh 
points of view to serve Homestead and our homeowners well.  

“Growth” has been the buzz word here at Homestead in 2010.  Reaching 100 homes in the land trust was a 
great accomplishment, but it was also just the beginning.   We’re thrilled to see so many new homeowners join-
ing the land trust, but owning a home is about more than just real estate transactions.

Our growing numbers of homeowners prompted us to find someone who can not only smoothly usher in new 
homeowners through the purchase process, but also provide support and resources for current homeowners.   
It is with great pride that we introduce you to Katie Czarski, our new Homeowner Services Coordinator.

Katie has been in the real estate industry for over 15 years, most recently coming from a title/escrow settle-
ment and mortgage processing/underwriting background.  When we asked Katie what her favorite part of her 
new role is, she summed it up nicely, “I love helping people!!”

Katie can be reached by email or phone:  katie@homesteadclt.org  /  (206) 323-1227 ext. 112

Homestead creates new position:  Homeowner Services Coordinator

Homestead Annual Meeting - 2011 Brings Fresh Faces To the Board

 By Sheldon Cooper, Executive Director

Homestead is excited to be hosting this year’s National CLT Network National 
Conference right here in Seattle!  Go to www.cltnetwork.org for more details.

October 24-27, 2011
Red Lion Hotel, Seattle WA

Join staff, board members, and homeowners for the chance to exchange 
ideas with representatives from CLT’s located in the Pacific Northwest and 
attend workshops presented by experts with extensive CLT experience. 

May 4-6, 2011
Camp Orkila (Orcas Island), Mount Baker Rd., Eastsound, WA

http://www.nwcltc.org/

2011 CLT Network  
National Conference

$5,000 Grant

Homestead runs by virtue of 
the genorosity of grant-makers 
and supporters.  We’d like 
to thank some of the gener-
ous organizations that have 

recently provided us with grants and donations which 
enable us to continue to provide services for homeowners:

$10,000 Technical Assistance Grant

Northwest Outdoor Center
$940.00 Donation

John Bianchi   
“I have a family background in Real Estate, and I am very interested 
in programs that produce long-term outcomes.”

Susan Boyd 
“I suspect the Homestead perspective can provide insight for the 
affordable housing sector as a whole.”

Darcy Juarez 
“I believe in what Homestead does and I would like to help others 
become Homestead homeowners and supporters.”

Sarah Sausner 
“Serving on the Homestead board...will be a great opportunity to 
work for an organization that has made an impact in my life...”

Salena Scotti 
“I would like to...work directly with the organization to strategize 
scale of growth and building greater capacity.”

Diane Wasson 
“Having been in the mortgage industry for 35 years, I have a deep 
understanding of the value and responsibilities of homeownership.”

Our New Board Members Talk About Their Vision for Homestead:

Northwest Regional CLT Conference
2011 Orcas Island Spring Gathering

Blaze house - Celene Place


